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to explain such strange things as, for example, the
success of Jesus in whipping the money-changers
out of the temple, after overturning their tables,
without meeting resistance. Other matters,
equally strange, are also recorded, that ordinary
writers would be sure to accompany by explan-
atory clauses for the sake of greater verisimilitude,
but the language of the Evangelists have no such
clauses. It is surprisingly calm, stating, in the
briefest terms, the most astounding things, just as
if relating the ordinary affairs of everyday life.
We find no expressions of surprise, no pompous
announcements, no studied arrangements, no de-
clamation, no fondness for multiplying marvellous
things, no explanations of apparent difficulties;
and as the writers go artlessly on with their story,
they state their own faults, as parts of it, without
any attempt at concealment, even in disgraceful
conduct. Pure unadorned nature, without a trope,
is seen in every paragraph. Now here is a method
of writing, common to them all, nowhere else found
in any ordinary author, and is a point demand-
ing special notice. Do we find authors of their
time, or of any other time, marked by their pecu-
liarities of style or diction ? Do we find a single
one, the Old Testament writers excepted, setting
forth exciting and tragical events without some
signs of emotion, or some little expression of
opinion and feeling with regard to them? Do
other authors, of any age, whose works have
come down to us, express themselves, like our
Evangelists, as if under oath in a court of justice,
adhering strictly to matters of fact, without a sin-